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they notice the difference —in the teacher’s approach to
the subject, in the attitude of their classmates, in the new way of thinking
the curriculum requires. That's because AP is more than just a class, it's
a community of students and educators who are passionate, curious, and
committed to academic excellence. In AP classrooms, students examine
texts, data, and evidence with great care, learning to analyze source material,
develop and test hypotheses, and craft effective arguments. They engage in
intense discussions, solve problems collaboratively, and learn to write and
speak clearly and persuasively.

The Advanced Placement Program®—the collaborative community of

AP teachers and students, states, districts, schools, colleges, and universities
committed to the daily work of developing college-level knowledge and
skills —has grown significantly in the past 10 years. This expansion is built
on the deep conviction that all students who are academically prepared —

no matter their location, background, or socioeconomic status —deserve

the opportunity to access the rigor and benefits of AP,

- Earn higher GPAs in college.

- Perform as well or better in subsequent college courses in the discipline
than non-AP students who took the introductory class in college.

- Take more —not less —college course work in the discipline.
- Are more likely to graduate college within five years.

- Have higher graduation rates.’

When students succeed on AP Exams, it means that their mastery of
college-level content and skills has been externally validated by experts
in the field. This validation is honored by thousands of colleges and
universities around the world, who award credit, placement, or both for
the demonstrated accomplishments of these motivated students.
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A LOOK AT THE PAST

10 YEARS OF AP

CLASS OF CLASS OF

2003 2013 Increase
Total AP Examinees 514,163 1,003,430 489,267
Total AP Low-Income
B 58,489 275,864 217,375
Total AP Examinees with
Ony Scorma of 23 182,429 395,925 213,496
Total AP Examinees with 331’734 607,505 275’771

at Least One Score of 3+

In other words, the expansion of AP has nearly doubled the number of
students who have been given access to the opportunity of AP, more than
quadrupled the number of low-income graduates who have been given
this opportunity AND the expansion has resulted in a larger increase
in successful AP experiences than not, a tribute to the educators who have

worked hard to prepare many more students and to the students who have

embraced the opportunity.
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CLASS OF CLASS OF

Total AP Exams 1,328,511 3153,014 1,824,503
Total AP Exam

aAnE 521,620 1,345,988 824,368
Total AP Exam 806,891 1,807,026 1,000,135

Scores of 3+

However, there are more academically ready students out there who are not
participating. Nearly 300,000 students in the class of 2013 with potential to
succeed in AP graduated having never participated in a matched AP course.
The next step toward equitable access and responsible expansion is to
identify those students with potential, using validated tools, and ensure they

have the AP opportunities they have earned.
We hope to accomplish two things with this 10th Annual AP Report to

the Nation: to celebrate the AP community’s hard work and incredible
achievement and to highlight areas for continuous improvement.
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CURRENT PICTURE

The AP Exam results for the class of 2013, highlighted on the following
pages, show that students continue to demonstrate college-level skills and

knowledge in increasing numbers. Even as AP teachers deliver rigor to

an ever-diversifying population of students, participation and performance

continue to improve. Behind and within these data are the daily sacrifices
of AP students and teachers, including the late nights that students put
in diligently studying and the Saturdays that teachers give up to help their

students succeed. Their hard work and effort are worth celebrating.

In 2013:

1inb

U.S. public high school
graduates scored a 3

or higher on an AP Exam
during high school

607,505

U.S. public high school
graduates scored a 3

or higher on an AP Exam
during high school

17 states

had a larger change over
the last 10 years, in
graduates scoring a 3 or
higher on an AP Exam,
than the national average

CURRENT PICTURE
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PARTICIPATION
AND PERFORMANCE

In the last decade, more students than ever before
have experienced college-level rigor while still in high
school by taking AP courses and exams. As you will
see on the next few pages, many states have seen a
comparable increase in graduates scoring 3 or higher
on AP Exams. Other states are working hard to close
the gap between participation and success.

FIGURE 1

1,003,430

U.S. public high school
graduates took at least one
AP Exam

132,555

U.S. high school teachers
taught an AP course last year

23,034

AP Coordinators, counselors
and principals used AP data to
shape their schools’ programs

Number of Graduates Taking and Scoring a 3 or Higher

on an AP Exam

Number of graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam
@ Number of graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school

514,163 756,708 954,068 1,003,430
e = 6
2003 2008 2012 2013

What do the data show?

More graduates

are succeeding on AP Exams today than
took AP Exams in 2003
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Percentage of the Class of 2013 Scoring a 3 or Higher

on an AP Exam During High School

Maryland
Connecticut
Virginia
Massachusetts
Florida
California
New York
Utah
Colorado
New Jersey
Maine
Wisconsin
lllinois
Vermont
Georgia
Washington
Minnesota

North Carolina
Texas

New Hampshire
South Carolina
Michigan
Delaware
Nevada
Kentucky
Indiana
Arkansas
Pennsylvania
Oregon

Ohio

Alaska

Rhode Island
Arizona
District of Columbia
Idaho
Montana
South Dakota
New Mexico
Hawaii

lowa
Oklahoma
Alabama
Kansas
Tennessee
Wyoming
Nebraska
Missouri
West Virginia
North Dakota
Louisiana
Mississippi

Raw numbers for this figure are available in the Appendix. Ties are alphabetized by state name.

29.6
28.8
28.3
21.9
21.3
26.9
254
254
24.4
236
223
222
215
214
21.3
20.9
20.3

19.3
185
18.2
17.7
17.2
17.0
16.9
16.3
16.2
16.0
15.9
15.2
14.8
14.6
14.6
14.4
14.0
13.3
13.1
124
12,0
1.9
1.1
1.0
10.8
10.5
10.1
10.0

9.9

95

94

9.1

5.3

44
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25% 30%

What do the
data show?

of U.S. public high school
graduates scored a 3 or
higher on an AP Exam during
high school

states exceeded the national
average of graduates scoring
a 3 or higher

of Maryland's graduates
scored a 3 or higher on an
AP Exam, leading the nation



Percentage of the Classes of 2003 and 2013
Scoring a 3 or Higher on an AP Exam During High School,
Ranked by Percentage Point Change

What do the
data show?

point increase since 2003 in
the percentage of U.S. public
high school graduates scoring
3 or higher

states had a larger percentage
point change over time than
the national average

point increase in the
percentage of Connecticut’s
graduates scoring 3 or higher
on an AP Exam over the past
10 years, leading the nation

Connecticut
Florida
Maryland
Virginia
Massachusetts
Arkansas
Washington
Minnesota

10% Wisconsin

Colorado
California
Kentucky

Georgia
Maine

New Jersey
Indiana
Illinois

Vermont
Rhode Island
Oregon
Arizona
Delaware
New Hampshire
Michigan
Nevada

Texas
Nebraska
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Utah

Alabama
Idaho

South Dakota
Hawaii

lowa

District of Columbia
5%
New York
Kansas
Missouri
North Carolina
Montana

New Mexico
West Virginia
Wyoming
Alaska

North Dakota
Louisiana
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Mississippi

South Carolina

Change
13.2
12.0
11.9
11.8
1.1
10.5
10.5
10.4
10.0

9.7
9.6
9.3
9.1
8.8
8.8
8.7
8.5
19
17
13
12
7.0
6.9
6.9
6.7
6.6
6.6
6.4
6.4
6.4
6.2
6.1
5.8
5.4
5.2
5.2
5.1
5.0
4.9
4.7
4.6
4.6
4.5
4.5
3.9
3.8
3.6
353
3.2
2.9
2.4
1.6

2003 %
15.6
15.3
17.7
16.5
16.8
5.5
10.4
9.9
12.2
14.7
17.3

70
12.2
13.5
14.8

15
13.0
12.2
13.7

13

8.0

14
10.1
1.3
10.5
10.3
11.9

3.5

8.4

9.5
19.2

4.7

15

7.0

6.7

5.9

8.9
12.7
20.5

5.8

4.9
14.7

8.6

/25

5.5

6.2
11.0

5.8

2.1

8.1

17

2.8

2013 %
28.8
27.3
29.6
28.3
27.9
16.0
20.9
20.3
222
24.4
26.9
16.3
21.3
22.3
23.6
16.2
215
20.1
21.4
14.6
15.2
14.4
17.0
18.2
17.2
16.9
18.5

9.9
14.8
15.9
25.4
10.8
13.3
12.4
1.9
1.1
14.0
17.7
25.4
10.5

9.5
19.3
13.1
12.0

9.4
10.0
14.6

9.1

5.3
11.0
10.1

4.4

Data in this figure have been rounded, and raw numbers are available in the Appendix. Ties are alphabetized by state name.
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FIGURE 4

Score Distributions of AP Exams Taken by the Class of 2013
During High School

Score of 1 ™ Score of 2 Score of 3 M Score of 4 M Score of 5
State  No.of Exams % of Exam Scores*®
80%  60%  40%  20% 0% 0%  40%  60%  80%

777777777 Alabama 33,122 335 20.0 IEEXOER]
,,,,,,,,, Alaska 4,265 145 k] 214 13.1]
,,,,,,,,, Arizona 42436 200 VY 189] 129
,,,,,,,,, Arkansas 38,865 400 18.1 IEFIM 3.9
,,,,,,,,, California 524,738 ; 193 el 199 153
,,,,,,,,, Colorado 57314 : 17.4 P 200 13.0]
,,,,,,,, Connecticut 42478 i s 20,4 I I TE]
777777777 Delaware 7584 : 27.4 k] 165 115] :
District of Columbia 4886 ‘ 51910 k1184 YA
777777777 Florida 293,986 315 21.2 s
777777777 Georgia 112,735 233 24,0 TN
,,,,,,,,, Hawaii 6,850 3038 IEX] 11675
,,,,,,,,, Idaho 8854 : © 106 I 229 149
,,,,,,,,, llinois 139925 ; 1163 37
,,,,,,,,, Indiana 56,684 : 289 212 IEOEE :
,,,,,,,,, lowa 14629 ; 139l IP) 216 159]
,,,,,,,,, Kansas 13499 : | IS 217 138]
777777777 Kentucky 39,736 236 %l 157 85]
VVVVVVVVV Louisianar. 11,506 35.8 T 127 7.5]
,,,,,,,,, Maine 12,408 15.4 ) 202 132]
,,,,,,,,, Maryland 101,915 183 bI%] 208 163
,,,,, Massachusetts 71,012 ; ; 132 PIvY 240 214
,,,,,,,,, Michigan 74327 i 1300 APl 226 16.0)
777777777 Minnesota 53397 : o144 k] 226 153
,,,,,,,,, Mississippi 7,081 ' 3910 187 K00 5.0 ;
,,,,,,,,, Missouri 24889 : o 165] vl 221 167
,,,,,,,,, Montana 4,404 129 IRl 218|134
777777777 Nebraska 9,091 205 i) 189 105)
,,,,,,,,, Nevada 21572 250 PRI 155 9.1
__New Hampshire 7583 A : 85 290
,,,,,,,, NewJersey 83834 : o 24,1 I I
,,,,,,, New Mexico 12390 3 33.7 LX) 128 7.5 :
777777777 NewYork 207,106 - 7] ) 228 169)
__North Carolina 86,904 : 180 ] 210 136
,,,,,,, North Dakota 1,949 106 I 216 143
,,,,,,,,, Ohio 75460 133 oyl 229 17.2]
777777777 Oklahoma - 22,906 245 25.9 m 6.8
,,,,,,,,, Oregon 21436 164 Il 206 138
7777777 Fr’ennsylvania” 82500 H ; 145 0] 235 193]
,,,,,,, Rhodelsland 6127 : - 38l Pl 177 141 B
77777 South Carolina 33055 : 184 Xl 192 1188
. SouthDakota 3914 i - 129 27.4 WY
777777777 Tennessee 30,508 : 224 25.1 :
,,,,,,,,, Texas 343721 300 ANl 154 95
,,,,,,,,, Utah 30,723 13 Ix] 235 157
,,,,,,,,, Vermont 5284 126 29,0 P
,,,,,,,,, Virginia 131,176 A o172 254
77777777 Washington 64,238 : 176 Xl 204 15.1]

. WestVirginia 9719 i 286 100 2r] 126 6.9 [
- Wisconsin 51439 : sl 24
,,,,,,,,, Wyoming 1874 i 164 A0 196 120

UNITED STATES 3,153,014 207 00 195 139]

*Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0
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FIGURE 5

Number of Graduates Taking and Scoring a 3 or Higher
on an AP Exam’

Number of graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam in these disciplines
@ Number of graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam in these disciplines during high school

2003 2008 2012 2013
f f f f
MATH AND SCIENCE
272,580 396,232 497,922 527,001

268,250

166,582 @

291,946

ENGLISH, HISTORY, AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

592,479 780,022

378,543

828,186

441,669

468,078

ARTS AND WORLD LANGUAGES

107,088 154,803 184,525 194,452
o
Over 1.7 million 689,652 3,678

U.S. public high school
graduates reported AP scores
to colleges and universities

students worldwide viewed
their scores online after the
2013 AP administration

AP REPORT TO THE NATION

colleges and universities
receiving AP scores for

credit, placement, and/or
consideration in the admission
process from U.S. public high
school students



FIGURE 6

Score Distributions of AP Exams Taken by the Class of 2013
During High School

Score of 1 ¥ Score of 2 Score of 3 M Score of 4 M Score of 5
Total No.

of Exams | Subject | % of Exam Scores*
T T

60%  40%  20% 0%  20%  40%  60%  80%
MATH AND SCIENCE

162,381 Biology 217 238
223,444 Calculus AB 176
78,291 CalculusBC 138 57 k&) 165 45.6
107,431 Chemisty 302 196
22,273 Computer Science A ‘ ‘ ‘ 14.6 3
97,918 Environmental Science 213 16.5 232 8.0
68,802 Physics B kN 189 142
14,045 Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 146
31,959 Physics C: Mechanics 20.6 26.2 26.7
141,335 Statistics | 24.3‘ 24.9 200 12.0

ENGLISH, HISTORY, AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

15,803 | Comparative Government and Politics 193
390,754 English Language and Composition 13.2 29.0
325,108 English Literature and Composition 17 30.8 6.8

87,753 European History ‘ ‘ ‘ 34.6

71,010 Human Geography 20.2‘ 18.2 11.5 :

87,315 Macroeconomics | | 28.8‘ 17.0

49,013 Microeconomics 202 207 28.1 15.1
199,222 Psychology 19.6 26.1 20.3
216,944 | United States Government and Politics 24.6 255
366,641 United States History 204 213
175,065 World History %7 27

ARTS AND WORLD LANGUAGES

16,969 Art History ] 26.4
5,684 Chinese Language and Culture 10.6 PREX:]

14,121 French Language and Culture Gy 35.1
4,152 German Language and Culture 7.9 | ‘30.9 m
1,495 “Italian Language and Culture 75 321
1,477 Japanese Language and Culture ! 24.8
3,545 Latin 170 204

15,649 Music Theory 14.1 25.3

106,199 Spanish Language : I 20.8

15,249 Spanish Literature and Culture ! | | 353

19,608 Studio Art: 2-D Design ! %3 §
3,261 Studio Art: 3-D Design 65 374

13.2
13,098 Studio Art: Drawing : 426

*Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0
**Italian Language and Culture was last administered in May 2009 and was reinstated in the 2011-12 school year.
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AUTHENTIC COLLABORATION

How does AP happen? 5,283
college faculty participated in
The collaboration between college faculty and AP reviewing the syllabi of AP

teachers, developing curricula,

teachers lies at the core of AP, ensuring rigor, relevance, .
or scoring AP Exams.

and fairness. These groups work together to develop,
deliver, and evaluate AP.

They collaborate to develop and validate each teacher’s
individual syllabus — ensuring teachers fully understand
the elements required for an AP course to be considered
college level. Through high-quality professional
development and active teacher participation in the
online AP teacher community, successful strategies are
shared beyond individual classrooms. Finally, these
groups come together to evaluate actual student work —
allowing themselves to be invested in this process from
the beginning to the end.

Course and Exam Content

Course Audit
(college faculty evaluation of high
school teachers’ AP course syllabi)

Professional Development

Standards Alignment Higher

AP Exam Scoring Education

CURRENT PICTURE - AUTHENTIC COLLABORATION | 17
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What is the AP Reading?

AFTER STUDENTS TOOK THEIR
AP EXAMS IN MAY 2013,

11,497

AP teachers and college
professors spent

M

643,832

total hours reading
and scoring

17.8

| [ |
million
student responses
from over

3.9 million

AP Exams in only

ON THE SURFACE, THIS IS SIMPLY AN
OPERATIONAL AND LOGISTICAL FEAT.

AT ITS HEART, IT IS THE STRENGTH OF

THE AP PROGRAM.

AP REPORT TO THE NATION

“Every year | find one small thing that
| know that if | went back and changed
that, it would have an impact on what
my students were able to do. Isn't that
worth it? That's the thing that is going
to make a huge impact on student lives.”

Bill Zeigler

AP World History Teacher
San Marcos High School, CA

“It's great the degree that college and
high school teachers interact here.
| think the college professors get a very
worthwhile perspective on what's going
on in the students’ educational lives
prior to coming to us in college. These
high school teachers are extremely
knowledgeable and extremely
competent and care very much about
student learning.”

Allan Rossman
Professor of Statistics,
Cal Poly — San Luis Obispo

Chief Reader, AP Statistics



The Reading ensures that a consistent, fair standard is applied to students’

work. No matter what a student’s background is or who he or she is, each

student’s exam is scored by a single set of standards developed by college
faculty and AP teachers from around the country. This gives students

confidence that their work is evaluated fairly, and it gives colleges confidence
that an AP score represents an objective, national standard.

“AP in the high school classroom helps students
develop discipline and the ability to follow
directions and deadlines. ... It's great when
they get a good score on the exam, but we try

to stress ... curiosity, the ability to experiment

and critically think. We use that in the art world:

to go out on a limb and try this and try that and
AP sets the stage ... for students to have the
opportunity, and yet the structure, to succeed.”

Herb Weaver
Professor of Art, Georgia Gwinnett College
Chief Reader, AP Studio Art

“The great thing about AP and why it helps

people like me with teaching is that you have
very well-defined curricular goals. The goals and
objectives in all the AP courses are spelled out
in great detail and there are great examples

of assessment. We [high school teachers and
college professors] have a lot to learn from

each other. ... We all learn together about

new assessment strategies by working on

the [Reading], and then we share pedagogical
strategies with each other.”

Rich Lambert

Professor, Department of Educational
Leadership and Director, Center for Educational
Measurement and Evaluation

University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Reader, AP Statistics
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